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THOMAS HOMAN, 
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At the End of Fetter-Lane in H OLBORN, 
For tle bubarous MURDER of Mrs. D IX; 


TOGETHER : 
With a particmlar ACCOUNT of the ſaid MURDER, after what 


Manner he committed it, and likewiſe a yery remarkable Account of 
his Lite, from his Birth to his fatal Exit: To which are ſome Letters 
ſent to him while under Condemnation by ſome Methodiſts. 


Being the Firſt EXECUTION in the MarokAlrr 
OF THE 


Right Honourable George "FOO Eſq; 
Lozp-Mavor of the City of LONDON. „ 


LONDON: 
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His Accovunrt of the 


Behaviour, Confeſſion, &c. 


s for Exhortations and In- 


ſtructions, he had the ſame 
n vich the other Priſoners 
CC who were under Sentence 
NS with him, excepting with 
Reference to Murder, in common with 
him and H7liam Bird, capitally convic- 
ted of the ſame Crime; but who, upon 
ſome ſpecial Reaſons 'or Circumſtances, 
was moſt graciouſly reprieved by his 
Majeſty, and tranſported for Lite. I 
was informed by a Reverend Clergy- 
man, who, after he had prayed and ex- 
horted them in Chapel, was deſted by 
Homan to ſpeak with him, and he told 


him, that he was aſſaulted with black 
and furious 'Temptations, to deſpair of 


God's Mercy, and ſo neglect his Duty; 
the Gentleman ſpoke comfortably to 


him, and put himepon a better way of 


thinking ; next Day, the 12th Inſtant, 


I ſpoke to him privately, and told him 
of what I was informed; he ſaid he was 
much eaſier, and by the Grace of God, 
theſe violent Temptations . were in a 
great Meaſure diſpelled, and he hoped 
he had got the Victory. I likewiſe ſe- 
riouſly advis'd him to be affiduous and 
important at the 'Throne of Grace, to 
deliver him from the "Temptations of 
Satan, and his own wicked Heart; for 
however great and numeroas his Sins 
were, yet the Blood of Chriſt was of 
infinite Value to attone the Juſtice of 
God the Father, not only ſor him, but 
the Sins of all Mankind, 

Ihomas Homan, of St. Andrew's, Hol- 
born, was indicted for the wil:{ul Mur- 
der of Sy/ounah Dix, Widow, by ſtrik- 
ing her with an Iron Bar, of the Value 
of one Penny, and thereby giving her 


one Mortal Wound on the 'Lemple, * 
the 


C's 


the left Side of the Head, near the left 
Eye, of the Length of one Inch, and 
the Depth of half an Inch, of which 
Wound the inſtantly died, Auguſt 2. 


Thomas Homan, 22 Years of Age, of 


honeſt Parents in Hatton-Garden, who 
gave him good Education at School, to 
read, write, and caſt Accompts for Bu- 
ſineſs, and inſtructed him in the Frin- 
ciples of our Holy Chriſtian Faith, to 
which if he had been obſequious, pro- 
bably he might have ſhunned the bloody 
Crime he died for. | 

When of Age, he was put Apprentice 


to a Baker in Fetter-lane, next Door 


where liv'd the unfortunate old Gent e- 
woman whom he villainoufly murder'd, 
and ferv'd moſt of his 'Time, but not 


with ſuch honeſty and Integrity as was 


thougbt, he having tricked and cheated 
his Maſter out of a great many final 
Things; however, thi: he kept to him- 
ſelt till under Sentence of Death, when 
having loſt all Hopes oi Life, he told 
to me and ome others, adding, that it 
was grievious upon his Conſcience to 
have wronged an honeſt Man, not in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting any ſuch treacherous 
dealing, and he was very defirous of ice- 
ing bis Maſter, to beg his Pardon, and 
warn him to be very careful of unfaith- 
ful Servants, who might do him great 
Prejudice without his Knowledge, He 
privately married his Maſter's Maid Ser- 
vant, though at thit Time an Ap- 
prentice, and bas one Child liying. He 
inclined to Sobriety, and was not much 
guilty of drinking to exceſs ; but being 
ttraitnce in his Way of Life, as having 
a Wife and Child, this occaſioned bad 


Thoughts to come into his Mind, not ; 


knowing how to ſupply his Family con- 
cealed from the World. An old Widow 
Gentlewoman 74 Years of Age, lived by 


herſelf in a Houſe next Door to his 


Maſter's, he. imagined ſhe might have 
Money or valuable Goods, and therefore 
formed a Reſolution to ſtrip the Houle, 
and the old Woman of what Money 
and Effects he could find; he was in a 
great Doubt and Perplexity how to per- 
petrate this, thinking to do it in the 
Night Time, but his Courage oftentimes 


failed him, and ſometimes he over 
ſleeped the Time; but at length the 


Power of Temptation prevailed upon 
him, and accordingly on the 2d of Au- 
gfe he fully reſolved without Delay to 
execute the fatal Deed in the Day 


Time, having the Impudence and Bold. ' 
nels to go to the Houſe to oblerve which 


Way he might have Entrance, he found 
it eaſy to get from his Maſter's Yard in- 


to hers, and thence into her Cellar ; © 


then he look'd about to ſee how he 
ſhould contrive to get into the Gentle- 
woman's Room, and finding the Way 
after he had firſt wrench'd the Lock of 
ſome Door, he went to the Place, and 
while this was a doing, the old Woman 
hearing a Noiſe ſuipected it was Thieves, 


upon which ſhe drew a Cheſt and a 


Chair to the Back of the Door, but 
this proving of little Effect, he came up 
and preſſed the Door open, ſhe took a 
Poker, and asked him what he wanted, 
knowing the young Fellow very well? 

He 1wore, and commanded her to 
deliver all her Money, ſhe pretended to 
ſtrike at him with the Foker, but this 


he 
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he did not mind, it being of no Force 
to hurt him, then he ſtruck at her with 


2 little Iron Bar of a Window, which he 


found in ſome Cellar, and brought it 
. along with him for that Purpoſe in caſe 
he ſhould meet with any Oppoſition, 
with this Piece of Iron he gave her a 
Blow on the Temples, upon the left Side 
of the Head near the Eye, which was 
| ſtruck out, then he redoubled his Blows 
untill he left her for dead; not withſtand- 
ing the old Gentlewoman ſcream'd out 


5 Murder ! Murder ! Some People of the 


Neighbourhood over-hearing the Out- 
cry, particularly one Mary Stainer, who 
was at Mr. Raves's, next Door to Mrs. 
Dix, in Fetter-Lon:, ſhe ran into the 
Tard and ſcream'd out, inſiſting that 
the Houſe was broke open, and ob- 
ſervd ſome Blood come againſt the 
Window, and likewiſe ſaw a Man in a 
Woolen Cap peep through the Win- 
dow, but ſhe could nor diſcern who it 
was; upon which they broke the Houſe 
open, went up, and found Mrs. Diæ 

lying in a very deplorable Manner, all 
of a gore Blood ; ſhe did not live above 
two Hours after, being a Widow Gen- 
tlewoman of 14 Years of Age, and no 
Body living in the Houſe with her. 
Being depriv'd of her Senſes, ſhe could 
give no Account who did it, only when 
tne Surgeon an ſome others a .ked her, 
ſhe ſaid, O Lo d] Lord? and at ano- 
ther Time ſaid, Lord! Lord ! TWO 
Boys which was in the Street hearing 
ſomething of this Noiſe look'd at the 
; Houle, and had a Mind to have gone 
in, but being in Suſpence they were 
tor going off, but one of them conſider- 
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ing with himſelf ſaid, No, we'*l go and 
ſee what's the Matter © Upon which he 
rurn'd about, and went up the Ladder, 
and in at the Window, when he be- 
held the diſmal Sight above related ; 
they fought for the Murderer, and one 
of the Company found Thomas Homan, 
who had concea!'d himſelf under a Ham- 
per in the Cellar, they asked him what 
induc'd him to murder the Gentlewo- 
man ? he ſaid, he had no Intent to 
murder her, but only intended a Rob- 
bery, being in a horrid Confuſion, he 
murder'd her to prevent a Diſcovery, 
the Gente woman knowing him ſo well, 
and calling him b his Name Vom. 

He intended to have rifled the Houſe 
after he had committed the Murder, 
but being in a dreadful Panic, by Rea- 
ſon of Feop'e coming upon hm from 
uarters, he fled to hide himſelf, He 


all Qt 
was carried before a ſuſtice of the Peace 
and immediately 


by the Conſtable, 
was committed to /\ewgale. 

All this and more he confeſſed to me 
and many others, with great Grief and 
Lamentation before he was tried. He 
likewiſe confeſſed the Fact before the 
Juſtice, but did not ſign it. He turn'd 
very ill in the Gaol, and it was 
thought he would have died; a Brother 
of his, with ſour or five others, all Me- 
thodifis, deſir'd he might receive the 
Sacrainent, being in eminent Danzer of 
Life. He confeſſed his Sins, declared 
his Faith in Chriſt our only Saviour, his 
unfeigned Repentance for all the Sins of 
his Life, particularly that heinous Crime 
cf Murder, upon which they all devout- 


ly receiv'd with him, . He recover'd of 
3 this 


this Illneſß, and flipping one Seſſions 
was brough 
victed in laſt Ozober Seſſions. 

This horrid Murder, with the Cir- 
cumſtances thereof he confeſſed to every 
Body who ſpoke to him before his 
Trial, and ſaid he would plead Guilty; 
however he pleaded not Guilty, but he 
did not give the Honourable Court the 
Trouble of a long Trial, the Thing 
being ſo plain that no Perſon appear'd 
in his Favour. . Moſt Part of the Time 
he behav'd as a Fenitent, but having 
been long under Sentence, moſt of 
them turn'd too remiſs, and often laugh'd 
and bred Diſturbances in Chapel, for 
which they were very ſharply reprov'd, 
eſpecially Homan, whoſe Crime was 
more horrid than the reſt ; he own'd his 
great Fault, but that he was violently 
tempted thereto by his wicked, fooliſh 
Companions. | 

A ſet of People came pretty often 
to him, and inſiſted upon his having the 
Faith of Aſſurance; an odd and ſtrange 
Doctrine to ſo vile a Criminal, it 
would have been more proper to ad- 
viſe him inceſſantly to cry to God for 
Mercy on ſo vile a Sinner, only for 
Chriſt's Sake. He confeſſed himſelf to 
have been a very wicked Boy, in de- 
frauding his Maſter of many ſmall 
Things, and conſtantly frequently Skit- 
tle-Grounds, playing at Cards and o- 
ther Games, likewiſe keepii the baſeſt 
of Companv, following which vile 
Courſes occa on'd him not onl; to ne- 
g'ect his Mlaſter's Bufinef:, but was the 
Cauſe of his committing this execrable 
Murder upon an honeſt old Genti/ewo- 
man, which brought him to a bale ig- 
nominious Death. He wept much, and 


declar'd himſelf ſincerely Penitent ; he 


profeſſed Belief in Chriſt, repented of 
#1! his Sins, and. died in Feace with all 
Men, B 
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t down, indicted and con- 
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At the Place of EXECUTION. 


H E Morning of his Execution be 
came to Chapel between 7 and 8 
Clock, and was very devout at Prayers, 
declaring himſelf a ſincere Penitent, and 
that le bad ſome Ground of Hope, that 
God would freely forgive his Sins, upon 
his unfeigned Faith in Chriſt, and ſincere © 
Repentance for all his Sins, eſpecially the 
horrid Crime of Murder. 
- About half an Hour after Nine, 
was carried to the Place of Execution in 
a Cart, a Gibbet being erected at the End 
of Fetrer-Lane, in Holborn, which drew 
a vaſt Number of Spectatars, and ſeve--- 
ra! Scaffolds erected, us of which fell 
down, and it was ztfhried” to have killed 
and wounded ſeveral Perſons. The Gib- 
bet was placed as near to the Houſe 
where the Gentlewoman was murdered as 
poſſible, in order to ſtrike a Terror on the 
Minds of wicked diſpoſed Perple. Homan 
was much e tas / rious at Pray- 
ers, and ſung a ſuitable Pſalm. He writ 
three Letiers to his Maſter, to come and 
[peak to him about ſome Cenfeſſi us he had 
to make concerning his Injiſſtice to him, 
and his other great Wickedueſs, and to 
beg Pardon of God, and likewiſe of bim. 
He pray'd heartiſy to Gd to bleſs and 
p ofper his Maſter, aud went off the Stage 
cry ug to God, to have Mercy on him, and 
Lora Feſus receive my Spirit. 

Alter he had hung the uſual Time, he 
was cut down and carried to one Mr. Po- 
wei's an Undertaker, over-againſt St, 
Andrew's Church, and was Interred the 
ſame Evening in S. Andrew's Church- 


1 


yard. 
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I the Account given by me 
N GuTHR1E, Ordina'y of 
Newgate. 


C62. 
top 


"APPENDIX: 


Y The following A CCOUNT 


|. Thomas Homan gave of him- 


ſelf while under Sentence of 
Death, for the barbarous 

Murder of Mrs. Sun Dux, 
a few Days before his Exe- 
.cution. 


2 8 E Crime of Murder is in itſelf ſo 
I hein 

whether human Laws could pardon it; 
and yet in the Caſe before us, this 
Crime is heightened by almoſt ev 
kind of Aggravation one can think of; 
whether we regard the Perſon murder'd, 
a Widow far in Years, and of unblemiſh'd 
Character, waken'd 2 of her Sleep by 
one Blow at her Chamber-door, and 
immediately dif atch'd into another 
World by repeated Blows on her Head; 
or whether we reflect on him who per- 
petrated this Pact, not haſtily, or from 
a: ſudden Start of Paſſion, but with pre- 
meditated and with a theiviſn Deſign to 
poſſe himſelf of her Subſtance. The 
only Uſe that can be made of this Ac- 
count of him, is to exhibit the Steps 


dbu which he gradualiy declined to this 


E. amazing Wickedneſs, that other young 
Mien who are conſcious to themſelves of 


ous, that ſome have doubted, 


gone part of this Road, may 
ort in. Time, and avoid coming to 
ſuch a melancholy End as he made of 


his Journey. 


Thomas Homan was the Son of Mr. 


Fobn Homan, a Bricklayer, in Hatton- 


Gard:n. He was born in the Month of 
April, 1122, and it was thought re- 
markable, that he came into the World 
with two Teeth in his Head. Be- 
fore he was two Ycars old, he loſt his 
Father who died of a Fall from his 
Horſe. Abouta Year after, his Mother 
died in a very odd Manner : She had a 


Servant Maid who robb'd her of ſe- 


veral Things to a conſiderable Value, 
which put her into ſuch a Paſſion, that 
going out to get Intelligence of her, ſhe 
wiſh d ſhe might never return alive, if 
ſhe did not find both the Wench and the 
Things. She was ſo unlucky as to miſ- 
carry in the Search, and taking a Hack- 
ney Coach to return. home, upon open- 
ing the Door ſhe was found dead. 


Thus deprived both of Father and 
Mother, when ſcarce three Years old, 
he was taken home by an Uncle of his 
a Carpenter, who lived at St Fames's 
End of the Town, with whom he re- 
main'd till he was between fix and ſeven 
Years old, and then by the Intereſt of 
the late Sir Thomas Scawen, Knight and 
4 Iderman, he was admitted into Chr ff 
Hoſpital, where he remain'd near nine 
Years, and where if he had made a pro- 
per Ule of it, he had a good Education 
in ev'ry Reſpect, and at his coming _ 

| 1 


of the School, was very well qualified 
for any kind of Trade. 4: 5 


In 1736, he was put. Apprentice to 
Mr. Raven a Baker in. Fetter- Lane, where 
he was very kindly treated, and where 
he behaved tolerably well, till about 
two Years and a half ago; when, as he 
ſays a Journeyman uſing him very ill, 
both by Words and Blows, he began to 
entertain 'Thoughts of running away, to 
which he was encouraged by a Watch» 
maker's Apprentice in the fame Neigh- 
bourhood. The Iſſue of their Conſul- 
tations, was the uſual Reſolution of go- 
ing to Sea, in order to which, they both 
went down to St. Kathcrine's to the 
Rendezvous, at the Black- Boy and Trum- 
pet, and afterwards to the City of Briſtol, 
and other Publick Houſes thereabouts, 
but were rejected at both Places; upon 
which they took a reſolution of going 
down to P:rtſmouth, not doubting that 
they ſhould eaſily find a Ship there. In 
this they were miſtaken, for at that 
Time, there was none but the Roya/ 
George in Commuſſion, where they w uld 
not admit two raw Boys, who could 
give but an indifferent Ac-ount of them- 
ſelves; and thus this idle Expedition end- 
ed, in being forced to come back again 
to London. 


They had been abſent five Days, and 
yet Mr. Raven, upon Heoman's humble 
Application, and promiſe of better Be- 
haviour fur the future, took him again, 
and treated him as kind as ever. I he 
unhappy Lad, inſtead of making good 
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his Promiſes, fell from one Degree of 


Wickedneſs to another; he freq.iented 
Skettle Grounds, Shuffle-hoards,. and 
other ſuch Ike Places, where he was 
doubly unfortunate in loſing his Money, 
and gaining a very bad ſet of Acquaint- 
ance. To ſu,ply his Expences, to put 
himſeif upon a level with his lew'd Com» 
panions, and to anſwer the ravenous 


Demands of common Women, he firſt . 


had recourſe to pilſering ſmall Sums rom 


his Maſter, and then fell u;on another 
Expedient worle if poſſible than that, 


which was levying a Tax upon his Maſ- 
ters Cuſtomers, by falſe notching their 
Tallies, and then felling the Loaves, in 
which he was ſometimes detected, and. 
tor which the unhappy Gentlewoman he 
murdered, was ſo kind as to reprove 
him, and endeavour. to give him a true: 
Notion of his Offence, which in all Pro- 


bability, firſt ſuggeſt to him a thought 


of doing her a Miſchief. 


About two Years ago he contrived a ö 


Scene of I roub e, for becoming fama+ 
liar with his Ma er's Maid, he got her 
with Child, and then in Octole 41, 
Married at the Het. Thus to all his for- 
mer incidental Drains of Money he ad- 
ded a.conſtant Expence. M hen thus in- 
volved, he was perpetually racking his 
Bra ns for Supplies, and about 4 onths. 


ago, firſt harboured the Thoughts of 


doing that inhuman ct, which brought 
hin to a ſhameful and violent Death. 


As for this Mrs. Dix. ſhe was a 


Widow Gentlewoman, upwards ot 3 
| Years 
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Tests of Age. She lid 


— 


ne in the 
Houle next Door to his Mü ſter's, and 
being a Moman of good Family, un- 


ſpotted Reputation, religious, and yet 
à chearful Converſation, ſhe was ex- 


tremely belov'd in her Neighbourhood, 
and particularly intimate at Mr. Ravens, 
where ſhe often ſaw this Boy, and heard 


of his idle Tricks, of which ſhe would 
Jometimes talk to him with much cearn- 


neſtneſs and fincere Deſire of doing him 
Good. Yet there was ſomething ſingu- 
lar and which deſerves Notice in the 
Apprehenſions they entertain'd of each 
other. Mrs. Dix often ſaid to her Ac- 
quaintance, that ſhe never beheld this 
Boy without feeling a Senſe of Tremor; 


and on the cther Hand, he for a long 
Time entertained a fixed A verſion to 


ber, before he ſorm'd any Deſign a- 


gainſt her Life. But what is more ſur- 
prizing is, that the Saturday Evening 
preceeding the Monday Morning en 
which ſhe was murder'd, ſhe went early 
to Bed, and dreaint the whole Story 
of her own Murder exact'y as it hap- 


pen'd, which ſhe related the next Morn- 


ing at Mr. Rawen's where ſhe break- 
faſted, and the Concern with which ſhe 
told it affected the whole Family very 
much. Bur it is now Time to come to 
the barbarous Fact itſelf. 


The Scheme this wrong headed young 
Fellow had fermed, was to break into 
the Houſe, kill the old Woman, poſ- 
ſeſs herſelf of her Effects, and then re- 
tire into the Country with his Wiſe and 
Child. Four Months this gloomy Pro- 


To 


ject floated in his Brain before he exe- 


cuted it, and when he did it it was on 


a ſudden, and without any Conſidera- 
tion of the Contequences Ihe very 
laſt Execution he went to look upon the 
Criminals as they went to Death, among 
whom obſerving 3 or 4 Murderers, he 
ſaid he thought in his own Mind their 
Puniſhment was very juſt, and could 
not help wondering how they could be 
Guilty of ſo much Cruelty cowards their 
Fellow Creatures. 'Theie hamane Im- 
preſſions it ſeems were very quickly for- 
got, ſince he could fo ſoon after, work 
up himſelf to commit ſo Bloody an 
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The Sunday preceeding the Murder 
he went Abroad with his Wife, and 
ſome other Relations, and came Home 
to his Maſter's about 8 in the Evening, 
when he went to Bed. About 11 he 
roſe to go to Work, and having finiſh'd 
his Buſineſs by 4 in the Morning, of 
Menday the 2d of Augnſ?, 1742, he 
then went up Stairs intending to go to 
Bed again; but a ſudden J hought co- 
ming into his Head, that this was the 
properelt Time to effect what he had 
10 long contriv'd againſt Mrs Dix, he 
immediately without farther Reflection 
ſet about the Execution; in order to 
which he went into the Cloſet, and pro- 
vided hiniſelf with a dark Lanthorn 
which ſtood there, then going down in- 
to the Bake- houſe, he arm'd himſelf with 
a Piece of Iron, which he had before laid 
by as a proper Inſtrument to break into 
the Houſe withal. Thus furniſh'd, he 

went 


went into his Maſter's Yard which join'd 
to that of Mrs. Dix, and from a Stack 
of Bavins which ſtood in the former, 
he eaſily got into the latter, and then 
breaking a Paine of the Cellar Window 
which was cloſe iadeed, but without 
Shutters, he got in without Difficulty, 
tho' he was apprehenſive that the Noiſe 
of the broken Glaſs might alarm ſome 
of the Neighbours, yet hearing no 
Body ſtir, that Fear was ſoon over. 


About 6 o'Clock he had confirm'd 
himſelf fo ſtrongly in his wicked Pur- 
poſe, that he ſallied out of the Cellar, 
and with the Piece of Iron in his Hand 
went up one Pair of Stairs, where he 
began to break open the Door of the 
Room in which Mrs. Dix lay. She 
waking with the Noiſe, called out, upon 
which he left off for ſome Time, and 
then fell to wrenching again. Upon 
this Mrs. Dix roſe haſtily, and catch'd 
up either a Poker or a Hammer, with 
which ſhe went towards the Door, At 
this Inſtant Thrmas Homan forc'd it 
open with his left Hand, and with his 
Right gave her ſuch a Blow, that her 
Blood flew up againſt the Window, while 
ſhe cry'd out Murder! Murder! he re- 
peating the Blows all the Time till he 
thought he had killed her. 


While this ſad Scene was tranſacting, 
one Sarah Sta:ues who was waſhing 
_ Cloaths for his Maſter Mr. Raven, came 
into the Yard, heard the Cry of Mur- 
der, and on looking up, ſaw ſome Blood 
fy againſt the Windows. By this Time 
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Homan believing Mrs. Dix to be dead, 
advanc'd towards the Window, to ſee if 


her Cries had raifed any of the Neigh- 


bours, and by this Means his Woollen 
Cap was diſcover'd by Sarah Staines, 


who inſtantly alarmed all Mr. Raven's 


Family. Upon this, Notice was given 


to Mr, Coock the Conſtable, who having 
got one Themas F«feries to aſſiſt him, 


cauſed a Ladder to be fer up againſt 


Mrs. Dix's Window, and Jefferies go- 
ing up, ſaw her weltering in her Blood. 
Not being able to get in this Way, they 
ſent for a Smith, and broke open the 
Door, but had ſcarce enter'd the Par- 
lour when the Blood dropp'd upon them 
through the Ceilirg. Fefe/ies going 
up found Mrs. Dix ſtill alive, though 
ſenſeleſs, and indeed ſhe continued 
breathing till about x1 o'Clock, 


As for Thomas Homan, he no ſconer 
heard the People about the Houſe, then 
he retir'd into the Cellar, and hid him- 
jelf there under a Hamper, where he 
was quickly found by the Conſtable and 
his Aſſiſtants, to whom at firſt he de- 
nied, but ſoon after confeſſed the Mur- 
der, though with ſome Circumſtances 


which appear'd afterwards not to be 


true. He was next carried before the ſit- 
ting Alderman at G#i/dhall, where he 
made a full and free Confeſſion of the 
whole Affair, and all its Particulars, up- 
on which the Alderman committed him 
to Newgate. He ſay there one Seſſions 


be fore he came to a Tryal, by Reaſon 


of extreme Sickneſs, but being tryed at 
the next, was convicted upon very full 
Evidence C tHe 


_ 


Hie was though in the 21ſt Year of 
his Age of a flow Underſtanding, ſome- 
times ſtupid, and at others more ſenſi- 

le than could have been expected. In 
theſe Intervals he expreſſed very great 
Sorrow for the flagitious Crime of which 
he had been guilty: ſaid that Mrs. Dix 
was a very pious Woman, and went 
every Day to St. Dunſtan's Prayers, but 
that he hoped God would have Mercy 


upon him, tho' he had killed ſo good a 


Chriſtian, He conſtantiy affirm'd that 


no Creature but himſelf knew any 


Thing of his horrid Purpoſe, and there- 


fore hoped that the World would not 


reflect upon his Wife, his Child, or any 
other Relations. He was likewiſe very 
defirous that young People of his own 
Age and Condition might be made ac- 
quainted with the Steps which had 
brought on his Ruin; in Hopes that his 
Example might deter them from doing 
what may render themſelves Examples 
of the ſame Sort. On the whole, he 
appear'd as compoſed as could be ex- 
pected from a Perſon of his Capacity, 
and ſeem'd very willing to expiate his 
enormous Offence, by yielding his Body 
to Death. 


. Whereas it was currently ported that 
F was related to Mr. Raven my Maſter, 
this is to fatisfy the Public, I hat the ſaid 


Report is entircly falſe, I being no ways 


related to bim, 


He was ask'd rhe Night before his 


Execution, whither his Intent was to 
murder Mrs. Dix, as well as to rob 
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her, becauſe, it was a common Report 
that the Thing had been long premedi- 
tated: To which, he replyed, that his 
only Deſign was to rob, and that he had 
no Thought of offering any Violence; 
but being diſt urb'd in his Attempt, by 
the Gentle woman's crying out, Who's 
there? he was unhappily led by the Devil, 
to commit the Murther, in order to con- 
ceal the Robbery, He ſaid, as before 
related, that Gaming was the firſt Step 
to the Commiſſion of this bloody Crime; 
and that at the Time he committed the 
Murther, he wanted a little Matter to 
make up a ſmall Sum of his Maſter's 
which he had loſt in Gaming Being 
ask'd what Hopes he had of attaining 
Mercy from a much offended God ? he 
replied with Tears, that he had endea- 
vour'd to repent him truly of this, and 
all his former Sins, and therefore hop'd 
tho* with fear and trembling, that he 


. ſhould be accepted as a poor Penitent, 


through the infinite Mercies of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. He grounded his hopes 
of Acceptances on the alone Merits of a 
crucified Saviour, and with humble Con- 
fidence, applyed theſe Words of the 
Prophet to his own unhappy Caſe. Come 
new, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord: though the Sins be as Scarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as Snow ; thorgh they 
be red like Crimſon, hey ſhall be as 
Wool. He ſaid, that the Concern leſt 
he had ſent the Deceaſed into the other 
World unprovided for Etern ty, tat heavy 
upon his Mind, and that he dreaded 
leſt ſhe ſhould accuſe him tor that I tnng 


alſo, before the Bar of Chriſt. wa 
the 


_— 
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the Ordinary gave him the Holy Sacrament, and 
was about to deliver the ſacred Elements into 
his Hands, he ſaid, he was ſo overwhelm'd with 
a Senſe of his Uaworthineſs, that his Hcart 
nigh fainted within him. A By-ftander ssk'd 
him, if be vere willing to die, Yes, very willing, 
he ſaid, tor I have had no reſt in this World by 
reaſon of my Sins, till within this Day or two, 
and | hope to enjoy everlaſting Reſt To-morrow. 
One ask'd him, it it did not ſhock him to think 
of being executed in the Neighbourheod where 
be liv'd : Nothing ſhocks me, ſays he, but my 
Sins. 


The Morning of his Execution, beſore he 
went out of his CELL, he took his final Leave 
(with Tears trickling down his Cheeks) of his 
Fellow Priſoners, who was under the ſame Miſ- 
fortune as himſelf, and are to ſuffer on Monday 
next; and deſir'd them to pray for his poor 
Soul the tew Moments he had to live. And 
ſaid at the ſame Time, he was going to. be made 
z publick Example of, which he very juſtly de- 
ſerv'd, and he hoped it would be for the good 
of Mankind ; more eſpecially young Men. 


— 


The following Letters was ſent to Tho- 
Mas Hom AN, while be was under 


Condemnation. 


Dear Mr. Homant! 


_ HERE are two grand Devices, where- 
n by that hater of Souls (the Devil) gains 
Advantage on poor unhappy Men. 


* The one is PRESUMPTION, and the 
* other DESPAIR, 


© BY the former of theſe, he prevails upon 
* all the World to live as you ſee they do, as 
© careleſs and unconcerned about a future State, 
* as it they were uncapable of a future Exiſtence; 
* as it there were no Judgment to come, no Souls 
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© of an immortal Nature, capable of being ſay'd, 
or loſt for ever and ever. — Hence it 1s, that 
Men live in Pleaſure, and -Mirth, in Eating 
and Drinking, in graſping for Riches aud Ho- 
nours; either as if the Leaſe of Lite would 
never expire, or elſe, conſidering it is bat ſhorr, 
and that Death is their final End, think it there - 
fore the greateſt Wiſdom to make the moſt of 
Life they can. | 
© BUT, becauſe there is Something in us, that 
witnefles the Certainty, or at lealt the Poſh- 
bility of a future State, our ſubtle En my 
quiets the Mind of wretched Man, by making 
him hope the beſt. Accordingly, it is no un- 
common Thing for the greateſt Profligate, to 
bind his Word with ſaying, 4s I bope to be ſav'd, 
— A. ſare Sign, that he knows not what he 
means. For ſuch a Man's Hope is grounded 
upon no better a Foundation than this, (to c 
That God will not be true to his Word : And 
thus being more and more hardened in the 
Ways of Sin, he grows indifferent about the 
Matter, and is ſatisfied with thinking ic will 
fare as well with him, as with the reſt of the 
World. 
* DESPAIR is another Method whereby 
he deftroyeth Souls, and that is, when a Man 
thinks his Meaſure of Iniquity is too full ever 
to be empty'd, or that his Heart is too hard to 
receive an Impreſſion, even by an Almighty 
© Hand, and therefore entertains no Thought of 
© any poſhble Help.; or clſe,, when a Man hath 
fallen into ſome great Sin, aſter taſting ſome- 
* thing of the Love of God, in ſuch a. Caſe as + 
this, the goodneſs of God to Sinners, which 
© endureth yet daily, is ſuch, that by his Spirit 
© he reproves the Conſcience of the SiNNzR,, 
« and ſets before him the Thing that he hath 
© done, Upon which, his Soul is filled with 
Horror, and he feels remorſe greater than he 
can expreſs ; ſo that he cries out with David, 
« Fearfulneſs ana Trembling are come upon me, and 
© an horrible Dread bath overwhelmed me. 
« He reflects upon his Crimes with all the Aggra- 
* vations that are brought to his Mind, what 
Grace, Mercy, and Love he hath aous'd ! what 
© Vows and Reſolutions he hath broken! and 
© what Glory and Happineſs he hath forfeited !! 
«NOW 
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NOW the Deſign of Ged in all this, is 
to alarm him with bis Danger, that he might 
y to the Lord Jeſus Carift and find Refuge. 
* © Bur this is an Hour of Fryal, wherein the wick- 
© £d Spirit labours with ail bis Art and Strength 
© ro hinder him, and thoſe very Tnoughts where- 
by God is working upon him for good, and in 
order to make him pray the more carneſtly, and 
that he might wreſtle with God, as being in an 
Agony, the Devil uſes the ſelf. ſame to hinder 
bim from praying at all. Suggeſts to him that 
© there is no Hope, and what Profit is it for bim 
© to pray? — that he hath ſinned beyond Mercy, 
© and may as well endeavour to caſe himſelt of 
- © thoſe bitter Pangs, — ceaſe to torment him- 

© ſelf before the Time, and ſay, I will eat and 
drink for To-morrow I dye. 

BUT my dear Friend, let him not gain 
© this Advantage over you ; but look upon your- 
c ſelf as the Purchaſe of my dear Saviours Blood. 
© — Look upon all the Convictions of Con- 
© ſcience that are brought to your Mind, as the 

Effects of his Love, and that he now deals with 

you as he once did with another that deny'd 
4 him. — The Lord turned and look'd upon 

2 Peter, and the Effects of that Look was this; 
He event out and «<vept bitterly. _— Weep on 
© then, till Jeſus bids you weep no more. 
« Weep at your Danger till you taſte his Love 


© — Weep for your Sin, *cill he gives you a 


« Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. 
' © —— Say to yourſelf, if J ceaſe ſtriving for 
Mercy I muſt periſh ; it I perſiſt in ſtriving, I 
© can but periſh. _—— Remember when te told 
© the Woman of Canaan, It is not meet to take 
© the Children's Bread and caſt it to Dogs, She ac- 
© knowledged the ſame Thing, but would not 
'© ccaſc to plcad. Truth Lord, ſays ſhe, but 
the Dags cat of the Crumbs that fall from their 
Maſter's Table. Do you follow her Steps, 
for theſe Things were written for our Example. 
For your Example, — take it, — purſue it, 
and find the lame Succeſs, You find ſome- 
thing within you, telling that you deſerve the 
Damnation of He! _— Do as ſhe did, own it 
© ro,be true, and anſwer in like Manner; Truth 


« Lord, but thou cameſ#»t0 ſave that which was leſt. 
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62 — are his own Words, Matthew xviil. 
© 11. and be win molt £fluredly own them, 

IT was the very Deſiga of his coming into 
© the World, and wouid ail tie Word receive 
© and own the Juſtice. of their Sentence, the 
© Sentence ot evcriating Death in theniſclves, 
© that they might not truſt in themſelves, but in 
© God which reiſeth the Dead. 2. Cor. i. 19. 
© Then ſeowld all the Kingdoms of the World become 
* the Kingdows of our Ged, and his Chrift, and 
© reign with bim for ever and ever. — Our Lord 
© has witnefied this Fruth likewite, John iii. 17, 
© For God ſent not bis Son into the World to condemn 
* the World, but that the World through him might 
© be ſaved. | 

* HENCE you may be advis'd, that though 
© fear hath prevail'd upon you to plead not guilty 
© before Man, yet be not afraid to plead Gwilty 
© before God, — There is a Proviſion made for 
© us guilty Creatures before the great Judge 
of Heaven and Earth, which cannot conſiſt with 
© Law and Government among Men. — If a 
Criminal might eſcape Puniſhment by pleading 
© Guilty here, no Offender would ſuffer the due 
© Reward of his Deeds And Peoples Lives and 


Fortunes would be expoſed to the uncontroulable 


Violence of wicked Men, But with God all 
* Toings are poſſible, with him, to confeſs our 
©* Guilr, is the way tobe pardoned, and pardon 
© to the Offender reclaims him from Offending. 
© 1 John i. 19 f «ve confeſs our Sins, he 1 
* ful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to Clean ſe 
us from all Unrighteouſneſs. — Faithful, becauſe 
it is promiled, Prov. 28. 13. HW hoſo Gonfeſſeth 
and forſaketh his Sin ſhall have Mercy ; and Da- 
vid witne ſſes the Truth of this Promiſe, Pfalm 
xxxti. 5. 1 ſaid Iwill confeſs my Tranſoreſſions 
unte the Lord, and ſo thou forgaveft the [niquity 
of my Sin. — And God is juſt in forgiving, be- 
cauſe he hath received Satisfattion for them of his 
Dear Son, who is our Advocate with the Father 
Iqqus Chriſt the Kighteouſs. 1 John. ii. 1. 
« © believe that yuu nced not be told, that a 
formal, cold Acknowledgment of Sin, is not 
© the Confeffion here meant; but a Conſcience 
* ſo thoroughly aw2ken'd and alarmed with its 
* Sin and Danger, as to find no reſt, no Peace, 
* no 
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no Comfort, for want of a lively Faith in Je- 
* ſus Chriſt, Faith in his Blood, giving a ſure 
© Truſt and DR that God for Chriſt's Sake 
© bath forgiven thee. Epheſ. iv. 32. 

I do believe that the Sorrows of your Heart 
are enlarg*d, and alſo that you do find Trouble 
and Heavinels; and write to you that nothing 
may diſcourage you from calling upon the 
Name of the Lord. — Give no Place to the 
Devil — don't let him perſuade you that you 
* are hopeleſs, —— but pray the more earneſtly, 
* — confeſs all that terrifies your Conſcience to 
© be true, — and if it be ſuggeſted that you de- 
© nied the Lord Jeſus by a falſe Plea upon your 
* Trval, own th's to God likewiſe, —— and 
then tell him, Lord if thou ſaveſt me, it «vill 
prove Thee to be a Saviour indeed; magnifie thy 
* own Mercy therefore, and extend the Riches of thy 
Grace; ſo ſoall I declare thou dyecſt to ſave Sinners, 
among <chom I am. Chief. 


* 


O! Look unto him, for his Countenance is 


© full of Love, — full of Beauty, — full of Mer- 
© cy, — full of Forgiveneſs, to wounded, broken, 
© contrite Sinners Is your Condition more de- 
* ſperate than others? Tne more need you have 
© of him, the more haſte will he niake to help 
© you ; don't go to him empty handed, bur rake 
© your Sins! take your Miſery ! take all that 
«© you have, all that you can find of this Sort, 
© and lay your Complainc inceflantly before him. 
© — Is the Burden intolerable ? then liſten to his 
© Voice, — Come unto me all that travel and aye 
* heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, Matthew 
* xi. 28. — Liſten to his dying Groans, when 
© he pray'd for his own Murderers, Father forgive 
© them. Do you think yourſelf worſe than they? 
© then plead that you have greater need of his 
Interceſſion on your Bzhalf. —— Plead your- 
© ſelf ſinking, — periſhing, — and cannot do 
© without him. — Confeſs zourſelf into his 
© Wounds, — plead yourſelf into his Arms, — 
© perſiſt in pray ing, hoping, believing until! he 
opens his Arms and receives you into Paradiſe. 

— Continue in Prayer aud fear no Denial. 

—— O look for him to comfort you; expect 

him to viſit you, to give you a Hope full of 

Immortality, and the End everlaſting Life. — 


 —— So prays Yours, S. S. F. 
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* 
And may 


— 


the Lord perform all thy Petitions. 


p. S. I hope to ſee you when Opportunity 


© ſerves. — Pray without ceaſing. —— 


Oct. 21. 17 42. 


—_—_— 


—— 


The following LET TER was ſent 


to him ſome few Days after he was 
committed to Newgate, by a Reverend 


Divine, 


Unhappy YounG Max. 


© F T is natural for a Man in your unhappy 
8 I Condition, to lament the fatal Cauſes of 
© ſuch a melancholy State, and to wiſh with Ri- 
vers of fruitleſs Tears, that the Thing he 
© hath Done, could be again Undone; and that his 

© mi(-ſpent Time could be again recall'd. But 
© alaſs ! in his Lamentation, he cries, It is all 
© in vain. —— The Deed is done (ſays he) for 
* which Iam worthy of Death, and it is a ſhame- 
© ful, — reproachful, — ignominious Death! 
© Blood, cries aloud for Blood, and hope of 
© Pardon is entirely cut off! What ſhall I do? 
© Oh! how lictle did I think of coming to ſuch 
© direful End! Where are my Friends that 
© loved me ? and my own Fleſh, who feel more 
of my Grief than I am able to tell! and lament 
© the Condition of a Brother, or an Husvand, 
© that bath pull'd ſo dreadful a Judgment upon 
« himſelf with his own Hands. 

© UNSPEAKABLE (to be ſure) is the Grief of 
ſuch a Man, unlets he be entirely harden'd in 
Sin, having a Conſcience ſoar'd as with a het 
Iron ; but if his Grief and Concern be only 
of a temporal Nature, it is more Melancholly 
ſtil!, for then the Deſtgn of Gop in ſuffering 
ſuch a Judgment to fall upon him is without 
Effect He laments only the unpardonableneſs 


of his Crime, with regard tothe temporal Judge, 
D with- 


without "conſidering that the Execution of this 

Sentence, places immediately be fore the great 
Tribunal of HEAVEN, and that unleſs his Soul 
% be waſh'd from the Guilt of THAT, and all 
his other Sins in the Blo:d of Jeſus Chriſt, he 


will there be ſentenced to an everlaſting Sepa- 


© ration from the Preſence of God, to abide un- 
< der his Wrath, for Exer and Ever. 

Bur now if your Conſcience be awaken'd 
© to conſider the — State of your Soul, 
© it is well for you. — Give God the Praiſe, 
« for it is no little Thing to be concerned in good 
© Earneſt about Eternity, — Give Gop the 
© Praiſe, I ſay: For though by the Laws of 
the Land, the Man that hath done this Deed 
s muſt ſuffer Death; and no Repentance can pro- 


& cure a Pardon from an Earthly Judge, Yet 


«© God is a ſovercign K IN , and bath Power to 
« forgive the vileft Sinner, and waicheth every 
« Moment to be gracious to him. He wait- 
« eth till the Sinner be truly ſenſible of his Sins, 
« and when they arc a ſore Burden to his Con- 
« ſcience, too heavy for him to bear, then let him 


& call upon the Lord in the Time of Trouble, 
* and he hath promiſed in his Word, So vill / 


« hear Thee, and thou ſoalt Praiſe me; it is as 
« much as to ſay, [ will hear Thee, — and relieve 
« Thee, and turn thy bitter Cries into Songs of 
4 Praiſe. s 
2 Bur pethaps, the Suggeſtions of the Devil, 
© and your own foolifa Heart, hath flatter'd you 
< all along with the Goodneſs of GoD, — That 
© he is too good to puniſh Sinners with cverlaſt- 
« ing Baniſhment from his Preſence ; or perhaps 
you have thought there is no Hell, a Place of 
Torment to damned Spirits; or that it would 
4 fare as well with you, as with all the reſt of 
© the World; or perhaps, you never gave your- 
* ſelf leave to think about it, — for there are 
« jome of thoſe Ways whercby the Deceiver of 
« our Souls lieth in wait to beguile us, and Youth 
« gre more eſpectal'y apt to receive the Deluſion, 
« becauſe it is baired with the Delight of the 
World, and the Pleaſures of Sin, and tlicſe 
« are the Things that ſuit their Taſte 

« AND hath the evil Spirit dealt with zou in 
any of theſc Ways? then you need not be at 
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a loſs to know, why ſo great an Evil is come 
upon you, for Gop in very faithfulneſs hath 
caus'd you to be troubled. 

© THE very Reaſon why the World periſh in 
their Sins, is, becauſe they reſiſt that Spirit of 
Gop which convinceth them ot Sin, for none 
are ſo qualified tv receive a Pardon at God's 
Hand, as thoſe who are ſenſib.e they deſerve 
his Wrath, and perhaps, nothing leſs than the 
bitrer Cup which is now in your Hand, conld 
ſo humbie you, as to make you afraid of ever- + 
laſting Death: And are you atraid of this? 
Then beg of God to humble you more and 
more, that you may be able to own from the 
bottom of zour Heart, that you juſtiy deſerve 
it. And have you uch a feeling Senſe of your 
Sinfulneſs, as to own that you deſerve the ever- 
laſting Wrath of Gop ? Then conſider what 
perhaps you never conſidered before, — That 
Gop hath laid all thy Sins upon his own Son! 
That he was crucity'd with Malefactors, having 
himſelt done nothing amiſs, that thy guiity Soul 
may be waſhed in his innocent Blood ! Oh! 
ceaſe not to call upon him, never give our, 
never faint till thou haſt received a Senſe of 
Forgiveneſs. Indeed! Indeed! you can» 
not call upon him in vain, for it is his own ap- 
pointment, that Repentance and Forgiveneſs 
of Sins ſhould be preach'd unto all Nations, be- 
ginn ing at Jeruſalem, beginning at the moſt 
wicked Place firft ! The Place of his Cruci- 
fiers and Murderers ! Are you the vileſt of 
Sinners? O! think ſo ſtill, for thou canſt never 
think too be ſely of thyſelf.— Plead no Ex- 
cuſes, fer Cop will not receive them; but plead 


Feſus Chrift, till the Wounds of Feſus are 


diſclos'd to thy Heart. God the Father 
hath receiv'd at his Hind double for all thy 
Sins, — Embrace the News! and let thy 
Heart rejoice ai the Tidings Jeſus Chris 
is a Cliy of Refuge; fly to his Blood, and it 
will waſh out thy tain! He is the Attonement, 
the Sinner, the Sinner that hath received him 
is a pardoned Sin er! Pardoned already! al- 
ready does he rejoice in the Hope of Glory, 
— Here is Tidings, embrace them; wreſtle 
with Gop, beg of him to give you Power to 

© believe 


believe them, =—— fo remove your Unbelief, 
and hardneſs of Heart, and blindneſs of Un- 
derftanding. That his Light, — The 
Light of Free-Grace and Mercy ; the Light 
of ann». Far may ſhine in upon thy Soul, 
and. be ſo ſubje& unto thy diſtreſſed Spirit, as 
to make Thee willing to ſubmit thy Life, and 
© to rejoice in that a Door is opened, a Door of 
© Mercy ; a Door into the everlaſting Kingdom 
© of Jeſus Chriſt. — And may the Lord perform 
t all thy Petitions, — and he will perform them, 
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« perſiſt in Praying, let nothing divert you; the 


Day is far ſpent, the Night is at Hand, — Pour 
© out thy Heart unto Gop, and expect every 
© Moment that he will pour out his loving 
© Kindneſs and Mercy npon Thee, and that the 
© Time of Love may be haſte ned to thy Soul; 
© js the earneſt Prayer of one who ſincerely de- 
© fires the Salvation of your precious and im- 
mortal Soul. | 


Ang. 20. 1742. 


The following Letter was ſent to Thomas 
Homan, ſome few Days before his 
Execution. 


Dear Brother! 
E me deſire you, by the Grace of God, 
; to examine yourſelf with theſe Words? 


© Do vou hind yourtelt a poor loſt undone Sinner? 
Uif you do, bear what our bleſſed Lord ſaid 
unto ou. I came to ſeek thole that are loſt, 
to heal them; although your Sin be as Scarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as Snow; although they 
* be like a Crimſen, they ſhall be like Wool: 
* $0 God loved the World that he gave his only 
Son o die for the worſt of Sinners; what can 
you defire more then all theſe Things, which 
our Lord has declared: Seek and you fhall 


(15) 


« find, Knock and it ſhall be open, Ask and it 
© ſhall be given, My dear Brother, fear not, 
although you feel your Sins ſo heavy that you: 
are not able to be bear. The Lord calls you 


know, Come wnto me all ye that are heavy laden, 
et me 


and I will give ye veſt unto your Souls. 
me defire you by the Grace of God, to call 
upon him continually. O! do not reſt Night 
nor Day, but pray unto the Lord, that he will 
have Mercy upon you, tell him that you are a 
poor loſt Sinver, and he will have Mercy upon 
you ; bur let your Prayers ariſe up continually 
unto the Lord, and he wiil have Mercy upon 
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ou. 
: O! moſt merciful Lord God, look down upon 
this my Brother, who doth moſt humbly de- 
fire Pardon and Forgiveneſs from thee who arc 
a merciful God, for thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake, forgive him all that is paſt, after this Life 
to receive him into your Kingdom to praiſe the 
for evermore. Amen. 
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O moſt gracious Lord God, look down upon 
me, who are a poor loft undone Signer. Lord 
I have ſinned againſt thee, have Mercy O Lord 
upon me, and forgive me all that is paſt, for 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, who has died for 
poor Sinners; I am the Ciiefeft, O Lord turn 
thou unto me, and have mercy upon me, and- 
forgive me al, and O Lord receive me into thy 
Kingdom to praile thee for evermore. Amen. 
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© Dear Brother, I defire if you can write to 
me a few Lines, how you find yourſelf at this 
Time toward your Soul, by ſo doing, you give 
your unworthy Servant a great deal of Joy to 
hear of you, and I hope I ſhall hear that the 
Lord has been gracious unto you; my Soul at 
preſent mourns for you, and the Lord give 


unto you that Peace which the World cannot 
giv, nor take away ; let me defire you once 
more to re member what onr bleſſed Lard faid, 
Whatſoe: er you ask me in my Son's Name it ſball 
be given you; ſo let me de ſire you to ask the 
Lord ior thoſe Things which you deſire 


from 
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bis Hands; may the Bleſſing of God Almighty 
« be upon you, and remain with you for ever- 
© more. Amen. 5 
o no more at preſent, 
From your unworthy Brother, 


RICHARD PoTTENGER, 


© 4t 1449. Thomas Plumſted, in Gracechurch- 
« ftreet, London”, 


— 


—— 
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The following LETTER was wrote by 
a Malbodiſt, to Thomas Floman. 


Dear Brother 


2 Should rejoice to hear from you, my Spirit 

being at this Time greatly concerned about 

your never dying Soul ; but let me exhort you in 
the Name.of our bleſſed Lord ana Saviour Feſus 
Chriſt, who died for you, and all that will ac- 
cept of him. I have ſinned again the Lord 
all my Days: How jhall I expect Mercy from 
him, wha has ſo long withſtood his Grace, and 
the Calls of his Holy Spirit? O ! how ball J 
come to the Knowledge of my Saviour, who died 
for leſt Sinners; may the Lord of his great Mer- 
cy make you one if thoſe loft Ones of Iſrael, and 
receive you into his Kingdo's, to praiſe you for 
evermore, Amen. 


Dear Brother, you have nothing to bring un- 


to the Lord but Sin, and the Lord wants all 


thoſe that are Sinners, that he may forgive 
them. all their Sins, and make then; fit for his 
- Kingdom : I ſhould rejoice to hear that y know 
and feel your Sins /o heavy, that yeu are net 
| ble to bear them ; ſo that you may, by the A 
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tance of God's Holy Spirit, cry out, Lord, what 
ſhall I do to be ſaved? And the Lord will anf 
wer for himſelf; Believe, Believe in me, and 
you ſhall be ſaved. Behold him, who ſtands 


* with his Arms open wide to receive you, Come 


unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you reſt unto your Soul, 


My dear Brother, if you ſhould not find your 
felf a poor Sinner, may the Lord of his great 
Mercy, work in. you a true Repentance. O! 
that you may find the Spirit of the Lord work. 
ing in you, to will and to do, according to his 
Pleaſure, jo that you may have great Reaſon tg 
cry out unto the Lord, that he may have Mer- 
cy upon you, and unto you, and give you atr ue 
and ſincere Repentance, and the Forgivensſs 
of all your Sins, in the Blood of our blejjed. 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who lod us, 
to give himſelf to die upon the Croſs for you and 
me; and may the Lord of his great Mercy ap- 
ply theſe Words by his Holy Spirit with Power 
unto your Soul; My Son be of good Cheer, 
thy Sins are forgiving thee. Look thou unte 
me, who are full of Truth and Grace for you, 
and may the Lord of his great Mercy, make 
you Holy, as he is Holy, before you go hence, 
and be no more ſcen by us, but to ſee him Face to 
Face, to rejoice in him for evermore. 


Dear Brother, this may be the laſt Time of 
my IFriting to you, for the Lord only knows that 
we ſhall live this Night or not, and if it ſhould 
be jo, let theſe be taking from me as my laſt ; 
and may the Lord of his great Mercy give them 
his Almighty Bleſſing unto your Soul, fo that 
it may be not in vain; and without his Bleſſing 
we cannot do any Thing ; lut if you remember, 
tbe Lord has declard that he will bleſs them, 
through. his Son Feſus Chrift ; if they be dejired 
by Faith, they ſhall be granted unto us, * 

T. 
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the Lord give yos and me Faith to receive thoſe 
Things which we now ſtand in need off ; and let 
me deſire you by the Grace of God, to call upon 
his Name continually, and tell him what you 
land in need off, and he will give unto you, 
thoſe things which are pleaſing in his Sight; and 
to conclude with the Wards of God: May the 
Bleſing of God Almighty be upon you, and ever- 
more be with you, and ſo remain with you for 
evermore, Amen, Amen, fo come Lord Feſus, 


So no more at preſent, 
From your unworthy Brother, "till Death, 


OA. 20. RicHARD Por TENOER, 
1742. : 


The following Prayer Thomas Homan 
frequently read in his Cell, while under 
Sentence of Death, 


, M OST gracious Lord God, look down 
4 upon me, who am a poor loſt and undone 
Sinner; Lord I have finned againſt thee, have 
« mercy O Lord upon me, and forgive me all 
« that is paſt, for thy Son 2 Chriſt's Sake, 
« who haſt died for poor Sinners. I am the 
Chieteſt, O Lord turn thou unto me, and 
« have mercy upon me, and forgive me all 
« my Sins, and O Lord receive me into thy 
Kingdom to praiſe Thee for ever. O moſt 
4 Merciful Lord God, look down upon me thy 


Servant, who doth moſt humbly deſire Pardon 


and Forgiveneſs from Thee who are a merciful 
God, for thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake; for- 
"= : * l 
give all that is paſt, after this Lite, and receive 
me tyto thy Kingdom to praiſe thee for ever. 


„ * 
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The following LETTER was 
found in his Cell, after he 


was gone to ExEcuriox. 
To my good Maſter, Mr. RAVEN: 


HE Miſery of my deplorable Con- 
dition, I am ſenſible came j om the 

bad Uſe I made of all your Favours, and 
the ingrateſull Return of ſo many unde- 
ſerved Kindnfſes. The beginning of my 
Misfortunes, was the wr.nging you, and 
the End of them is the juſt Reward of a 
miſ-(pent Life, an ignominious and violent 
Death, the laſt and worſt of Calamities. 

All I intend by writing this Scrawd, is 
to return you my uſeleſs Thanks for all 
your Goodneſs towards ſo unworthy 4 
Creature, who wrong d you while you gave 
me Bread, and have brought Diſgrace 
ou a Houſe where I was ſo well treated, 

Have Pity, good Sir, on my moſt un- 
happy State, wherein Death is rather a 
Relief than an Addition to my Misfortunes; 
forgive me the Wrongs I bave done you, 
and pray for me in my jaſt Moments, 


Your Dy1ns, 


And diſtreſs'd Servant, 


From my Cells 
in Newgate, 
Nove 18 1742. 


Tuouas Homan. 


A 
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accept my Repencance, and receive me to 
his Mercy, and I heartily thank all who © 
haue been ſo charitable as to comfo;t er 
adviſe me under my moſt heavy Mijsfor- 
_ from which God defend them and 
thears, 


* 
„ 8 
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AP ER left by Thomas Homan, 
containing what he intended to 
have ſpoken at the Place of Exe- 


cution. 


1 Know it is expected from Perſcns in 
my Condition to ſay ſomewhat as to 
the Cauſe of their Deaths, and as to the 
Ceurſe of their Lives before their fatal 
Exits. But as I am very well that no- 
thing I can ſay would deſerve much No- 
rice, Iwill only mention two Things which 
lie very much upou my Mind, as I hope 
they may be of moe Seivice than my in- 
ſignificant Refletticns, 


Firſt I confeſs my moſt heinous and bar- 
barous Murder of Mrs. Dix, for which 1 
juſtly ſuffer, and willingly lay down my 
Life to attone fur ſo abominable wicked a 
Crime, Doping God through Chriſt will 


I next d:ſire all young Perſons to take. 
Warning by my ſad Fate, and to abſtain 
from Skittle Grounds, and other Games, 
the frequenting of which, and taking baſe 
Ways to obtain Mcney for the Bxpences 
they occaſioned have been my Ruin. O if 
Touth would conſider in all ſuch Places, 
that they are travelling as I am to Shame 
and Pain, ſurely thiy would refrain ſuch 
fatal D:werficms. O God the Author of 
Life, and Giver of Grace, accept my im- 
perfect Repentance, and for the Sake of 
Feſus Chriſt thy Son, receive my departs 
ing Spirit into that Celeſtial Kingdom, 
thou haſt promiſed to ſuch as believe in 
thee, Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
This Day is PubliſÞd, 


In Hur neat Pocket Volumes, Printed on a 
good Letter and fine Paper, Price Bound 128. 
The Second Edition, (with very large Ad- 
ditions, of the moſt remarkable Trials, down 


ta the preſent Time) of 


ELECT Trials at the Seſſions-Houſe 

in the Old-Bailey for Murder, Robberies, 
Rapes, Coining, Sodomy, Frauds and other 
Offences ; chiefly tranſcribed from Notes ta- 
ken in Court. To which are added (not to 
de met with in any other Collection) Ge- 
nuine Accounts of the Lives, Behaviour, 
Confeſſions, and Dying Speeches of the moſt 
eminent Convicts, | 

Among others are the following : 


MuRDER. Sarah Malcolm, George Price, 
James Hall, Charles Mechlin, Major Oneby, 


Lewis Houſlart, Catherine Hayes, Richard 


Savage, Capt. John Jane, Capt. Stanley, 
James Clough, and others. 


PRIVATELY STEALING. Patrick Gaff- 
ney, Phillis Noble, Jonathan Wild, Sir Charles 
Burton, c. 


HIG HWA. Hawkins and Simpſon, Spiggot 
wat bore 350 Ib. wt, on his Breaſt, William 


Gordon, William Wreathock, Thomas Carr, 
Elizabeth Adams, William Barkwith, Jenny. 
Diver, James Dalton, Oc. | 


Ra ES and Attempts to Ravisn. Col. 
Francis Chartres, Eſq; William Weſt, Adam 
White, William Robbins, Arthur Gray, 


&c, 4 


Soromy and SoDoMITICA. Pradlices. 
George Duffus, John Dicks, George Kedger, 
Thomas Wright, Charles Hitchin, at that 
Time was City-Marſhal, Margaret Clap, 
&c, 


FoRGERY. William Hales, Parſqn Kin- 
nerſley, William Newington, Richard Bra- 
bant, &c, 5 
Printed by John Applebee, and Sold by 7. 

Hedges, at the Looting-Glaß, over- againſt 

St. Mag nus- Church, London-Bridge. 


N. B. Theſe Trials are not only neceſſary 
for all Lawyers, Juſtices of the Peace, 
Clerks of Indictments, and other Perſons 
concerned in Proſecutions, &c, but are uſe- 
ful and entertaigir, to the generality of 
Readers, containing more in Quantity as 
well as Cheaper than any Thing of this 
Kind yet publiſhed, 
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